01074 

c. 1972/11/00 







*> .*'V "*>/. '■/Vk* .'i;J • 


“'term • 


bsSICNS AND SOME GAINS 

! V 

| 

h Tien Hung 


, J-f'j 


WASHINGTON DC 


Colonel NGUYEN- LI NH- CHI EU j 

ARMED FORCES ATTACH 6 h Tien Hung 

EMBASSY OF VlET-NAM 

the Hanoi-Washington draft peace agree- 

( 

|o popular belief, the Communist side 
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( sl^ f (HOME> “ ASH,NtTON ° c Ions in their demands, but has also 

scored important gains. The Communists* original position was con- 
tained in a four-point plan proposed by Hanoi on April 8, 1965 » and 
in the NLP ten-point plan proposed on May 8, 1969. Since the NLF 
plan is derived directly from the Hanoi plan, comparison is made only 
between the 1969 NLF plan and the 1972 Hanoi-Washington draft pact. 

The English version of the 1969 NLF ten points cited here was the 
one provided to Professors Kahin and Lewis by the NLF delegation itself 
in Paris j the text of the Hanoi-Washington draft accord is from Hanoi 

Radio's broadcast of October 26, 1972. 

NLF Point 1 : "To respect the Vietnamese people's fundamental 

national rights, i.e., independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity, as recognized by the 195^ Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam." 
Article 1 of the Hanoi-Washington (hereafter referred to as "H-.V") 

draft is identical. 

NL? point. 2i "The U. S. must withdraw from South Viet Nam all 
U. S. troops, military personnel, arms and war materiel, and all 
troo-os . . . of the other foreign countries of the U. S. camp. . . " 
w,w article 2 Stipulates: . within sixty days there will be a 

total withdrawal from South Viet Nam of troops and -military personnel 
of the United States and these of the foreign countries allied with 
the U.S. and with the Republic of Viet Nam." The oral t thus 
be yor.d the NLP's original demand by specifying the period of witn- 
drawal as two months and by agreeing to stop all military and min-r.^ 
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HANOI j NO CONCESSIONS AND SOME GAINS 

by 

Nguyen Tien Hung 

A careful examination of the Hanoi-Washington draft peace agree- 
ment reveals that, contrary to popular belief, the Communist side 
has not only made no concessions in their demands, but has also 
scored important gains. The Communists' original position v.as con 
tained in a four-point plan proposed by Hanoi on April 8, 1965. and 
in the NLP ten-point plan proposed on May 8, 1969* Since the NLF 
plan is derived directly from the Hanoi plan, comparison is made only 
between the 1969 NLF plan and the 1972 Hanoi-Washington draft pact. 

The English version of the 1969 NLF ten points cited here was the 
on. provided to Professors Kahin and Lewis by the NLF delegation itself 
in Parist the text of the Hanoi-Washington draft accord is from Hanoi 

Radio's broadcast of October 26, 1972. 

NLF Point 1 : "To respect the Vietnamese people’s fundamental 

national rights, i.e., independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity, as recognized by the 195* Geneva Agreements or. Viet Nam." 
Article 1 of the Hanoi-Washington (hereafter referred to as - •• ) 
draft is identical. 

NT.-F Point 2:. "The U. S. must withdraw from South Viet Nam all 
U. s. troops, military personnel, arms and war materiel, and all 

. . C.f the other foreign countries of the U. 3. camp. .." 
article 2 stipulates: ", . -within sixty days there will be a 

^~^wal from vouch Viet Nan of troops end-military personnel 

of th0 united States and these of the foreign countries allied with 
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NLF Point 3: "The question of the Vietnamese armed forces in 
South Viet Nam shall be resolved by the Vietnamese parties among 
themselves." F-W Article S tales: "The question of Vietnamese 

armed forces in South Viet Nam shall be settled by the two South 
Vietnamese parties. . ." 

NLF Point ks "The people of South Viet Nam ... decide" them- 
selves the political regime of South Viet Nam through free and 
democratic general elections. Through free and democratic general 
elections a constituent assembly will be set up, a constitution 
worked out, and a coalition government of South Viet Nam installed 
reflecting national concord and the bread union of all social strata. 
F.y; Art.i ^ ssjus : "The South Vietnamese people shall decide them- 

selves the future of South Viet Nam through genuinely free and 
democratic general elections under international supervision? .... 
an administrative structure called the National Council of Recon- 
ciliation and Concord cf three equal segments will be set up to 
promote the implementation of the signed agreement by the PRO and 
C-VN and to organise the general elections. . Cnly tne term 

"international supervision" is added to the election prevision; 
however, " intern'- clonal supervision" was already induced m 
NLF Point 10 cd rv . 

is from the term "coalition 

~cv'' , 'nm <:, nt" to " n dr in i a tret i vo structure." This point is discusses 
K,1 C «. it is significant to point cue that Article 4 adds 
the "formation cf the Councils at lower levels" of the government 
to the NI.F’s Point d. 
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N LF Point 5? "... neither party shall impose its political 

regime on the people of South Viet Nam. • All factions are 
allowed to enter into talks to "set up a provisional coalition 
government." The "no imposition" clause is contained in K-W Article 4 , ■ 
The United States ... dees not seek to impose a pro-American 
regime in Saigon." The inclusion of the other factions is explicit 
in provision for the "three equal segments" composition of the Council 
of Reconciliation. 

ijjT-1 Pojnt 6: "South Viet Nam will carry out a foreign oolicy 
of peace and neutrality." H-'.V Article 4 commits the United States 
"not to impose a pro-American regime in Saigon." Neutrality of 
Laos and Cambodia in the NLP's Point 6 is provided for by H-'.V Article ?< 
lii- "Tbs reunification of Vint Nnm will be achieved 


^ top • >y step, c '/ peaceful means. • . " H—.v Article 5 repeats the 
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joining any a.i 1 it ary alliance wir.h foreign countries. . Provisions 

so cn are contained in Articles 2 
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N r F Point 10 t "The parties shall reach agreement on an inter- 
national supervision about the withdrawal ..." H-W Article 6 
provides the framework for international supervision of the agreement. 

Conclusion 

From the above analysis, two principal conclusions can be dravm: 

1) All of the NLF's original ten points are contained in the current 
Hanoi- ••ashington draft pact, either explicitly or implicitly. 

2) Contrary to the contention that Hanoi had dropped two demands — 
one on "coalition government" and another on "veto over the personality 
of the existing government"^ — careful reading of the draft suggests 

the contrary. 

♦ 

coalitions It is clear that the “National Council of 
Reconciliation*' envisaged in the draft text is the cate as the 
Provisional tori it ion Government roxarrcc: to in the FI? Point 5 
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It can be concluded that, in addition to winning all ten 
points of the NLF*s original plan, the Communist side scored other, 
new gains, the most significant one being Hanoi's leaving inside 
South Vietnam approximately 150,000 North Vietnamese troops. 

The current draft accord was proposed on the 8th day of October 
(1972), the NLF's 10 points were put forward on the 8th day of May 
( 1969 ); the NLF's plan was derived from Hanoi's 4 points proposed 
on the 8th day of April ( 1965 ). 

Perhaps a North Vietnamese astrologer had a hand in the timing 
of all these proposals; he may have believed that the 8th day was 
the best to insure success. 


PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION FOLLOWS 
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H-W Article 4 says : “The South Vietnamese people shall decide themselves the 
future of South Viet Nam through genuinely free and democratic general 
elections under international supervision; ... an administrative structure called 
the National Council of Reconciliation and Concord of three equal segments will 
be set up to promote the implementation of the signed agreement by the PRG 
and GVN and to organize the general elections...” Only the term “international 
supervision” is added to the election provision; however, “international 
supervision” was already included in NLF Point 10 below. 

The most important change here is from the term “coalition government” to 
“administrative structure.” This point is discussed further below. It is significant to 
point out that Article 4 adds the “formation of the Councils at lower levels” of the 
government to the NLF’s Point 4. 
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NLF Point 7 : “the reunification of Viet Nam will be achieved step by step, 
by peaceful means...” H-W Article 5 repeats the same sentence. 

NLF Point 8 : “... North and South Viet Nam... refrain from joining any 
military alliance with foreign countries...” Provisions for “no military alliance” and 
so on are contained in Articles 2. 4 . and 7 as analyzed above. 

NLF Point 9 : “a) ... The parties will negotiate the release of armymen 
captured in the war. b) the U.S. Government must bear full responsibility for the 
losses and devastations it has caused to the Vietnamese people in both zones. 
H-W Article 4 provides for the “return of all captured and detained personnel...” 
Article 8 covers “healing the wounds of war and ... post-war reconstruction in the 
DRVN and throughout Indochina.” 
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On coalition: It is clear that the “National Council of Reconciliation” 
envisaged in the draft text is the same as the Provisional Coalition Government 
referred to in the NLF Point 5 because of the following reasons: First , in 
Vietnamese the term “Chinh [illegible]” / means “government” or “administration”; 
in English, the term “administration” means “executive functions of government” 
(Webster’s Encyclopedic Dictionary, 1969). Second , all the functions of the 
Provisional Coalition Government as described in Point 5 of the NLF’s original 
plan are implied in various provisions of the current [illegible]. Third . Premier 
[illegible], in an interview with Arnaud De Borchgrave, specifically used the term 
“three-[illegible].” 

Finally, regarding Hanoi’s alleged second concession on its demand 
regarding the present government, H-W Article 4 states : “... the United States is 
not committed to any political tendency or to any personality in the South.” 



